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Dear Parents/Guardians, Students & Friends of SFX 
 

A few weeks ago the SBS Insight program hosted a forum called óA Teacher 

Changed My Lifeô. This program delved into the stories of a few people who had 

significant problems while they were at school and when they were headed 

down the path of failure and lost opportunities. Eventually they managed to 

turn their fortunes around and the program investigated what were the reasons 

behind this dramatic change. 
 

In each case the journey through school was similar. They were disengaged 

with their learning, they were getting negative feedback, they were causing 

behavioural problems in class, they were seen as failures and they had no 

purpose behind their education. Their progress through school was a series of 

downward spirals that was culminating in educational failure. 
 

However, in each case there was an intervention that turned things around. 

This intervention came in the form of a teacher. As each person spoke about 

their own story a picture emerged of the type of teacher who was responsible 

for such an important change. The SBS program actually had these teachers 

on the program and their comments were insightful. 
 

There were certain factors that were critical to this change. First among those was that the teacher cared 

about their students and that the students cared about their teacher. The learning and wellbeing of the student 

really mattered for the teacher. Likewise the opinion, advice and support of the teacher became equally 

important for the student. This meeting of respect triggered a whole new mindset for the teacher and 

especially for the student. 
 

Another consistent factor was that these struggling students managed to find some purpose in their journeys 

through school.  Often no purpose means no progress, and this was the case with these students. But purpose 

cannot be enforced, rather it has to be realised. It was through the positive relationships between the students 

and the teachers that each student was able to find their own purpose and then, consequently, their learning 

actually made sense. 
 

This SBS program effectively highlighted the critical importance of a positive learning environment. When 

teachers and students believe in each other and work in unison with each other, then the teaching and 

learning outcomes are significantly enhanced.  
 

Br Robert Sutton, fms 

Principal 
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Term 2 
Year 11 Mid-Course Exams 

Monday, 22 May until Wednesday, 31 May 
 

These exams commence on Monday, 22 May and 

conclude on Wednesday, 31 May. Students will 

be emailed an examination timetable and receive a 

hard copy. Please be advised that as per our 

Assessment Policy leave will not be granted 

during exam blocks, therefore students should 

carefully check commitments during this 8 day 

period. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All documentation to be returned to St Francis Xavierôs College by Friday, 28 April 2017. 
  

 

 

2018 Enrolments have now opened for entry to St Francis Xavierôs College Hamilton. 
 

 

2018 Enrolments 

 

Enrolment Form and Enrolment Payment Tax Form  

are available on the  

St Francis Xavierôs College Home Page 

go to Quicklinks (shown at the bottom of the page) 

click on Enrolment Application 
 

When the Enrolment Form and Enrolment 

Payment Tax Form are completed 

please email to 
susan.maloney@mn.catholic.edu.au 

or post to Enrolment Committee, St Francis 

Xavierôs College, PO Box 300, Hamilton 2303 

San Clemente High 

School and St Pius X 

High School parents 

will be posted their 

enrolment package 

before the end of this 

term. 

 

For all other 

enquiries please refer 

to details below. 

YEAR 12 and YEAR 11 Students  

 
 

Monday, 24 April 2017 

Classes resume on Wednesday, 26 April 

mailto:susan.maloney@mn.catholic.edu.au


 

  
 

Jade Wheat ley  
Speaks  to 

Engl ish Studies  Students 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, 2 March English Studies students were 

delighted to listen to guest speaker Jade Wheatley, 

current Australian Adaptive Surfing Champion. Jade 

recounted the workplace incident which resulted in him 

losing both legs at 19 years of age and how surfing has 

given him a passion for life.  
 

English Studies students are currently studying the 

module Playing the Game and Jade is a worthy example 

of sportsmanship and perseverance, in both life and 

sport.  
 

Thanks to Mrs Millen for organising this wonderful 

opportunity for the students. 

 
 

Engl ish Extens ion 2  Students 

Meet  HSC Markers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, 9 March St Francis Xavierôs College 

hosted the annual Hunter English Teachersô Association 

Extension 2 Clinic, 

where former Chief 

Examiner Felicity 

Plunkett and former 

Senior Marker Tony 

Britton presented 

valuable insights on 

how to succeed in 

Extension 2 English. 
 

Fifty Year 12 Extension 2 students from across the 

Hunter region attended the clinics. Rose Cousins, 

Leilani Knight, Julie McNamee-Orrock  and Eulalia 

Angeli from the College found the incursion invaluable 

for gaining ideas on how to complete their Major Works. 

 

Advanced Engl ish s tudents  v is i t  the  

Sydney Opera House 

Richard I I I  
 

Four Advanced English classes travelled to Sydney on Tuesday, 

28 March to see Bell Shakespeareôs production of Richard III at 

the Sydney Opera House. The performance was wonderfully 

dramatic and brought to life the play they have been studying 

since February. Thanks to Mrs Hall, Mrs Woods and Ms Gollan 

for providing this wonderful opportunity for the students. 

 
 

 

 

English News 
 

  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

This week our new Accelerated Maths cohort, 

comprising of Year 9 students from St. Pius X 

Adamstown, submitted their first Maths 

Assignment. The task required students to use both 

Critical and Creative Thinking Skills to create a 

prism to hold an oddly shaped Lindt Easter Bunny.  

 

The students were challenged to construct a prism 

which was uniquely irregular, with the smallest 

possible volume and surface area possible.  

 

The students produced great prisms and enjoyed the 

practical activity of designing and creating a 3D 

object as much as they enjoyed eating their bunnies. 

Mrs Corrigan and the rest of the Maths Faculty are 

very proud of them and impressed with their 

application. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Accelerated Maths 
 

 

St Francis Xavier's College 

Phone Number: 02 4961 2863 

Facsimile Number: 02 4961 2384 

Student Service Phone Number: 02 4961 2110 

Email: admin@hamilton.catholic.edu.au 

Web Site: www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au 

 

Student Services  

Hours:   8:00 am until 3:10 pm 

Telephone:    4961 2110  

Email hml-studentservices@mn.catholic.edu.au 

All student related phone calls can be made 
directly  to the Student Services. If the phone 

is unattended please leave a message. 

 

mailto:hml-studentservices@mn.catholic.edu.au


 

 
 

From the  

Careers  Desk  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

In the next 2 months? 
Put the dates in your diary or phone as reminders  

Event Date Description 
UMAT Session Tuesday, 4 April 

Theatrette: Lunch time 
Year 12ôs 

Mrs McLoughlin will be delivering the latest on UMAT applications. If 

you want a copy of the first paper bring along $3. It goes to charity! 

Lattitude Thursday, 6 April  

Theatrette: Lunch time 
All Welcome 

Lattitude offers a GAP year experience OS where you work as a 

volunteer. An ex SFX student will be presenting. 

Commerce / Business 

Degree ï Accounting  

Thursday, 27 April  

Theatrette: Lunch time 
All Welcome 

Jeremy Niass is a Student Representative from Chartered Accountants 

Australia and currently a second year Bachelor of Business/Commerce, 

majoring in accounting, finance and international business at Newcastle 

University. The aim is to engage and inspire students into a career in 

business! 

ñProjectABLEò Thursday, 4 May 

Hall: 9am ï 12pm  
All Welcome 

Three (3) hour in-school workshop led by people with disability. 

Targeted at Year 12. The aim is to  

1. Build disability awareness in the community. 

2. Promote social inclusion. 

3. Introduce students to the diversity of roles available in the 

community care and disability sector which is one of the fastest 

growing workforces in Australia. 

RSA and RCG  Monday 8 & Tuesday 9 

May: 

Monday 15 & Tuesday 16 

May 

Theatrette: All sessions start 

at 3pm  and  finish at 9pm  

Only Open to Year 12ôs 
Notes and instructions for payment will be issued 

first week back Term 2.  

DFR Thursday, 11 May  Great for Year 11ôs who might be considering this. 

The Defence Force Recruiting team will be here to give an overview of 

all levels of entry into the Forces.  

Co Op Scholarship 

UNSW 

Wednesday, 17 May 

(Possibly held at 

Merewether High School) 

Year 12 only by invite 

For students who are considering UNSW as a serious option. 

EXPO Thursday, 18 May 

The Newcastle Jockey Club 

Afternoon Session  

Year 12 only open to interested students 

Notes to be issued Term 2. 

Engineering Talk Thursday, 1 June  

Theatrette: Lunch time 
All Welcome 

An information session to better inform students interested in studying 

engineering and built environment fields. The talk consists of explaining 

the structure of the degrees, what can help in preparation, scholarships 

available etc. 

Nursing and Midwifery 

Showcase  

Monday, 19 June 

JHH all day 

Mrs McLoughlin will send final information to successful applicants 

when she receives it. 

Multi -Disciplinary 

Show Case  

Monday, 24 July 

JHH all day 

Mrs McLoughlin will send final information to successful applicants 

when she receives it. 

  

   Mrs Julie McLoughlin  
      Careers Coordinator  
 

P: 02 4961 2863  
F: 02 4961 2384  
E: julie.mcloughlin@mn.catholic.edu.au 
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Interior Decoration Masterclass 
 

Two day Creative Workshop 

Wednesday, 19 April and Thursday, 20 April 
Cost: $385 Contact: Bella Taylor: 02 9437 1902 
 

Over two intensive days, you will learn how to put 

together a full interior decoration scheme for a space 

including planning your layout, selecting furniture, 

furnishings and lighting. You will explore the theory 

behind creating a dynamic colour scheme and create a 

sample board to showcase your ideas. You'll learn the 

'tricks of the trade' from practicing Interior Designers. 

9.30am ï 4.00pm 2/40 Oxley Street, St Leonards, 

Sydney. Call 02 9437 1902 or visit the website 

http://bit.ly/1UayXzw.  

 

 

 

 

Information Session 
Friday, 21 April - 1pm 

Sydney Design School Level 2,  

40 Oxley Street, St Leonardôs 

FREE 

Contact: Bella Taylor: 02 9437 1902 
 

Interested in becoming an Interior Designer or Interior 

Decorator? You are invited to come and find out which 

course is best for you. Have a look around the campus 

and view graduateôs work. A presentation from the 

Director, will give you a clear idea about what itôs like 

to study at Sydney Design School and information about 

career opportunities in the interior design and decoration 

industry after you graduate. Info Sessions take 

approximately 40 minutes and you are most welcome to 

bring family and friends along. Register online at 

http://bit.ly/1KW7G1c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AIE Industry Experience Day 
Wednesday, 19th April - 10am to 3pm 

Wentworth Park Sports Complex,  

Wattle St, Ultimo 

FREE 

Simon Freeman: simonf@aie.edu.au 
 

AIE's Industry Experience Days are a great opportunity 

to learn about the local and international game 

development, 3D animation and visual effects industries. 

Students will get the opportunity to learn about the 

different pathways to get into the industry, what should 

be in a portfolio and will be able to get creative in 

practical workshops using industry-standard 3D 

animation & game development tools. 

http://www.aie.edu.au/ied 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macquarie University in a Day 
Wednesday, 19 April and Thursday, 20 April 

 
 

 
 

 

You only attend on one day. Students can experience 

what a day in the life of a Macquarie University student 

is really like. You can sit in on lectures, choose your 

own classes and plan your own day. Students can see the 

program and register at mq.edu.au/mqinaday 

 
 

 

 

What's on over 

the holidays?  

 

 

http://bit.ly/1UayXzw.
http://bit.ly/1KW7G1c
mailto:simonf@aie.edu.au
http://www.aie.edu.au/ied


 
 

 
 

Are offering a scholarship (full tuition fees) to the 

Bachelor of Design at Whitehouse Institute of Design 

commencing 2018. 
 

For more information on Wool4School go to: 

http://www.wool4school.com/about 

 

 

Scholarship 2018 
 

Students successful in receiving 

a Scholarship at Bedford 

College are covered for half the 

tuition cost of their course. 

Applications are NOW OPEN 

for 2018. All submissions must be completed by 1 

December 2017.  Please follow the link for more details: 

http://www.bedford.edu.au/about/scholarship%20information  

 

 

 

Teach in a  

Rural NSW School 
 

Are you interested in becoming a 

teacher in a rural NSW school?  
 

The NSW Department of education is offering 

scholarships to school students with a guaranteed 

permanent job, financial assistance throughout the 

course of study and $5000 appointment allowance. 

Head to the website to find out more 

https://www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy 

 

 

 
 

Are you interested in Mathematics, Geography, IT and 

the outdoors? Land Surveying could be ideal. Students 

can register their interest on the website. 25 placements 

are available across NSW - depending on local 

availability. Most students will need a white-card. 

http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/student-work-

experience/secondary-students/ 

 

Thursday, 4 May 2017 
 

This annual event features over 20 US universities 

representing a wide range of institutions including Ivy 

League, big state universities and liberal arts colleges.  
 

First hour 

Topical presentations by Admissions Officers. 
 

Second hour 

Fair where students/parents can speak to 

 university representatives. 
 

At Redlands School Hall, 

Thursday 4 May from 5:30-7:30pm. 

RSVP: https://www.trybooking.com/269953 

 

 

 

 
Charles Sturt University have MYDAY options, where 

they show case their degrees. These are REALLY  

worthwhile. In particular, those students who would like 

to consider: 

¶ Paramedics 

¶ A wide variety of Communication degrees 

¶ Policing and Criminal Justice 

¶ Dentistry 

¶ And many other courses 

Registration is essential. Many of these are held in 

holiday periods.  
 

Register your interest at csu.edu.au/myday  

OR 

 infoevents@csu.edu.au 

 

 

 

Work Experience  

Opportunities  
 

 

http://www.wool4school.com/about
http://www.bedford.edu.au/about/scholarship%20information
https://www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy
http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/student-work-experience/secondary-students/
http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/student-work-experience/secondary-students/
https://www.trybooking.com/269953
mailto:infoevents@csu.edu.au


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Cassidy McLean (2017, Year 

12 student) and Susie Walmsley (2007 Year 12 

student) on their Grand Final victory in the 

Womenôs National Basketball League on Friday, 

17 March. 
 

The Sydney Uni Flames defied pre-season expectations and a horror run of injuries to claim the 

highest accolade in Australian womenôs basketball with a 75-62 victory over the Dandenong 

Rangers. Lead by veteran captain Belinda Snell, the lone survivor of the winning team back in 2001, 

the girls were a formidable force coming back from a double-figure lead in the first quarter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Wednesday, 29 March the College Rugby League Squad represented the College at the NSW CCC Cup, coached by 

Mr Rowan Kelly, and managed by Mr Mark Wright and Mr Dan Mitchell. The thirty-one-man squad travelled to Windale 

where they played three rounds against senior teams from our Diocese. This was the boysô first time playing together, but 

they quickly formed a team bond and on-field partnerships. The boysô came away with an 8-4 win against St. Josephôs 

Aberdeen, however, went down to ASC St. Maryôs Maitland in the dying minutes of the game to a penalty goal. The 

coaching team were very impressed with their behaviour, skills and perseverance on the day. The College is very proud of 

their sportsmanship and the dedication they have shown to the squad and coaching team. With continued training and 

dedication, we are sure they will be strong and formidable opponents at future carnivals.  

 

Diocesan Football Trials (April 6) 

¶ Diocesan Touch Football Gala Day 

& Rep Selections (April 27) 

¶ Hawthorne Shield- Rugby Union (April 27) 

¶ Diocesan Cross Country (May 4) 

¶ Regional Surfing Titles (May 5) 

Diocesan Team Tennis (May 16) 

CCC Hockey Championships (May 18-19) 

Diocesan Football Gala Day (June 15)CCC 

Basketball Championships (June 19-20) 

Open for Registration via NSWCCC website: 

https://www.csss.nsw.edu.au/nswccc-home.aspx 

¶ NSWCCC Basketball 

¶ NSWCCC Netball 

¶ NSWCCC AFL (Boys & Girls) 

¶ NSWCCC Golf 

SFX 

 

R E P O R T  

 

 

R E P O R T 
Mrs Amanda Corrigan 

Sports Coordinator 
 

 
Basketball Champions  

 

 
Cassidy McLean 

 

Cup Rugby League 

 

 

Upcoming Sport Events 
 

Susie Walmsley Cassidy McLean 

https://www.csss.nsw.edu.au/nswccc-home.aspx


 

From the Finance Office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

REMINDER  
 

Your Term 1 statement was issued 

on 14 February. Statements were 

sent home by email, the subject 

was óSt Francis Xavierôs College 

Term 1 Fee Statementô, sender 

details:  

hml-finance@mn.catholic.edu.au. 

Please ensure emails from the 

College do not go directly to your 

spam account.  It is your 

responsibility to ensure you 

receive the statement.  If you 

have not received an email please 

contact the Finance Office 

immediately.  

 

Payment of your account was 

required by 7 March 2017, unless 

you are making regular payments 

by direct debit or BPAY.  Please 

note accounts must be finalised no 

later than end of Term 4, 15 

December for Year 11 students 

and end of Term 3, 22 September 

for Year 12 students. If you are 

making regular instalments a 

calculator has been provided St 

Francis Xavier's College Fee 

calculator to enable you to check 

your payments will finalise your 

account by the required date.  

Alternatively please contact the 

Finance Office to assist you in 

calculating a weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly payment or if you have 

not yet finalised your Term 1 

account. 

 
 

 

 

Diocesan Pastoral Contribution 
Please return the letter indicating your decision regarding the voluntary 

contribution.  This item is notarised on your statement BUT IS NOT included 

in the amount owing. If returning the payment slip with you card details please 

ensure you clearly indicate whether you are paying the voluntary contribution. 

 
 

  Paid ($) 

Amount owing 939.36  

Voluntary Contribution 50.00  

Total including Voluntary Contribution  986.36  
 

If you have elected to contribute please return the letter which was sent on 7 

February to ensure voluntary contributions are correctly recorded.  In the 

absence of a letter confirming this we are unable to determine whether 

payments made include the contribution.    
 

Method of Payment Options 
 

QKR is now our preferred option  

to receive school fees 
Details of which are available on our website St Francis 

Xavier's College website.  Please take the time to read  

  the information and download the App as this provides  

      a secure method of paying for excursions, activities and 

       fees. 
 

 

Alternatively payments can be made by BPAY, 

the Biller Code and Reference Number can be 

found on your statement.   

 

Excursions and sport payments cannot be paid via BPAY but can be paid 

using the QKR app. 

 

Credit Card / EFTPOS: The College accepts 

Mastercard or Visa only.  Please be aware that 

if you are paying by credit card you can email, 

fax, post or telephone your credit card details to 

the College. An authorisation slip is provided at the bottom of your statement 

each term. 
 

In Person: Parents are welcome to pay directly at the Finance Office 

between 8:30am and 3pm. Students can only pay before the start of school and 

in their lunch and recess breaks. 
 

Direct Debit:  Please contact the Finance Office. 

 

Finance Office Hours 
 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm ð Monday to Friday 
 

E: hml-finance@mn.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

College Fees 

 

 

 

Receipts will be 

 

mailto:hml-finance@mn.catholic.edu.au
http://www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au/media/2251/direct-debit-bpay-calculator-2016-website-version.xlsx
http://www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au/media/2251/direct-debit-bpay-calculator-2016-website-version.xlsx
http://www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au/media/2251/direct-debit-bpay-calculator-2016-website-version.xlsx
http://www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au/information/fees/
http://www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au/information/fees/


 

 

 

 

For iPhone and iPad users: 

 

1. Click the "App Store" icon on your Apple device. 

2. Type your school name in the search, using suburb name will help. 

3. You will see your school appear, click "Get" then "install". 

4. The App is FREE to download.  

5. When installed click "Open" 

6. Select "OK" to receive push notifications, when asked. 

7. Click the "More" button on the bottom right of the App, then "Setup". 

8. Toggle on the Push Categories that are applicable for you by tapping the 

on/off switch.  

 

 

 

 

For Android users: 

 

You must first have signed up with a Google Account before installing the 

App.  

1. Click the "Play Store" button on your Android Device 

2. Click the magnifying glass icon at the top and type in your school name, 

using suburb name will help. 

3. Click the school name when it appears in the search. 

4. Click the "Install" button. 

5. Click "Accept" for various permissions (please note, we do not modify any 

of your personal data on your device). 

6. Click "Open" when installed. 

7. Click the "More" button on the bottom right of the App, then "Setup". 

8. Toggle on the Push Categories that are applicable for you by tapping the 

on/off switch. 

 

Please Note: Some brands of Android phones need the setting in 

"Notification Manager" changed to "Allow" instead of "Notify"  in order 

for the push notifications to work. The phone must also be running at least 

version 4 system software to run the App. 

 

 

 

 

For Windows 8.1 Phone and Windows 8.1 or 10 device users: 

 

1. Go to the Windows Store on your 8.1 Windows Phone or Windows 8.1/10 

Device 

2. Search for "Skoolbag" in the keyword App search 

3. Install the Skoolbag App 

4. Find your school either by using the keyword search or location service. 

5. Click the "Pin" icon to pin the school tile to your Windows Phone home 

screen. 

6. Click the "More" button on the bottom right of the App, then "Setup" 

7. Toggle the Push Categories that are applicable to you by tapping the on/off 

switch. 

 

Please Note: The Skoolbag Windows App is for 8.1 version Windows Phones, 

or Windows 8.1 and 10 devices.   

 
 

 

Skoolbag is an App which students and parents/guardians can download free of charge. 

Important information and updates regarding excursions, exams and upcoming events  

are sent out to students and parents/guardians through Skoolbag. Download now! 



E N T E R T A I N M E N T  B O O K S  

 

Entertainment Books can be ordered through the 

College. 20% from each book sold goes towards our 

commitment to the La Valla Community in Cambodia 

(the College contributes at least $5000 each year to 

pay for the rice needs of the students and staff at La 

Valla). 
 

Books cost $65 and will be available for collection 

from the College from approximately 4 April 2017. 
 

Digital or paper options are available. 
 

Get in early to get the benefit of the óEarly Bird 

Special Offersô! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


